
            Presque Isle County Road Commission

Minutes

August 19, 2013

The regular meeting of the Board of Road Commissioners for Presque Isle County was held at the Road Commission office at 657 South Bradley, Rogers City, Michigan. Chairman Charles Rhode called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 
Board Members Present: Charles Rhode, Ronald Bischer, Thomas Catalano
Also Present: Supt./Mgr Smigelski, Clerk Anne Wirgau
Visitors:   Clifford Tollini – Allis Township Supervisor, Trevor Most and Mark Dean – Allis Township Trustees, Sue Nash, Marion Wregglesworth, Terry Wregglesworth, Morris Domke
Minutes:
           Motion by Catalano (Bischer) to accept the minutes from the August 5, 2013 meeting.
           Ayes:  All

Visitors:


Morris Domke, speaking as representative for the Allis Township residents present at the meeting, addressed the Board regarding W. 638 Highway between Belding Road and South Porter Road.  One mile of W. 638 Highway was turned back to gravel on November 11,  2011 and the remaining mile returned to gravel in May of this year. Residents along the gravel section of road are dissatisfied with the condition of the road citing there are “chatterbumps” and huge clouds of dust from the roadway.  Mr. Domke stated there are twenty five homes in the area with numerous children and the dust has become a safety issue as it greatly reduces visibility.  Mr. Domke asked the Board why the level of maintenance decreased during the months of February and March, 2013, why residents were not notified of the plans to return the road to gravel, where the gravel was obtained from, how much was spent to return the road to gravel, how much it would cost to pave the road and what type of maintenance was planned for spring of 2014.  

Supt./Mgr Smigelski tried addressing Mr. Domke’s questions, speaking of how the MTF revenue is generated and how the MTF level has been stagnant for thirteen years.  He also explained the protocol for funding reconstruction and heavy maintenance projects on local roads with all action starting at the Township level.  Gravel placed on to W. 638 Highway came from the same pit as the previous section put back to gravel, Northcott Pit located on M-211.


Commissioner Bischer explained how W. 638 Highway in Allis Township was designated as a local road and not as a primary road.  Supt./Mgr Smigelski further stated the asphalt section returned to gravel was forty-five to  fifty years old and normal life expectancy of an asphalt road is twenty to twenty-five years. Due to the condition of W. 638 Highway there was no way to further preserve the section of road in question using patching techniques. Supt./Mgr Smigelski advised the group that he and County road Engineer Mark Straley drove this section of W. 638 Highway on August 8, 2013 and it was not any dustier than other gravel roads in the county.  He also informed them of MDEQ regulations that prohibit applying dust control more than three times a year.  Mr. Domke asked for a copy of this regulation.  Supt./Mgr Smigelski will obtain a copy for him. Discussion was held regarding the cost to pave two miles of road, the Category A grant project, force work vs. contractor work and the length of time needed for the gravel to pack down on the section done this spring.  Visitors left the meeting at 9:10 a.m.

Correspondence regarding the above named section of W. 638 Highway was received from Clarence Nash, Carl Anderson and Howard and Susan Nash.  The letters were reviewed and filed.
Accounts Payable: 

           Motion by Bischer (Catalano) to approve the accounts payable in the amount of $353,735.94
             Ayes:   Rhode, Catalano, Bischer
Unfinished Business:


None
New Business:


A motion was made by Catalano (Bischer) to authorize the Board of Road Commissioners and Supt./Mgr to sign the Title sheet for W. Heythaler Highway preservation project (chip seal 3.978 miles from Karsten Road to Co Rd 451).


Ayes:  Rhode, Catalano, Bischer
Superintendent/Manager’s Report:
      The following information was presented:
· Crews will be installing a fog seal on Leer Road from 634 Highway to the County line and on Ristow Highway this week at an approximate cost of $2500.00 to $3000.00 per mile.
· Supt./Mgr Smigelski passed the DEQ “Storm Water Management” test and the certification is valid for five years.
· A discussion was held regarding labor law and MERS for temporary employees.

· The Onaway crew has finished a drainage project at the intersection of W 634 Highway and Hoffmeyer Road, Rogers City crew has finished the stumping project along E. 634 Highway near the Lake Emma flooding and the Posen crew has been working on asphalt preparation and shoulder finishing for the Pulawski and Krakow Township projects. 
· Bolen Paving has completed paving on Lake Augusta, Darga and Clinton Lake highways.
· Supt./Mgr clarified the 41.9% workmen’s compensation ratio discussed at the August 5, 2013 meeting.
· A refund in the amount of $70,523.00 was received from MCRCSIP for the years 2002 through 2007.
· Walter Plath, retired employee from Rogers City, passed away last Thursday.

The next meeting dates for the Board of Road Commissioners will be on Tuesday, September 3, 2013 at 8:30 a.m. and Monday, September 16, 2013 at 8:30 a.m.


There being no further business it was moved by Catalano (Bischer) to adjourn the meeting at 10:08 a.m.  

         
 
Ayes:  All







































































































































































































































































































