Presque Isle County Road Commission
Minutes
May 6, 2026
The regular meeting of the Board of Road Commissioners for Presque Isle County was held at the Road Commission office at 657 South Bradley, Rogers City, Michigan. Chairman Norman Quaine called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  

Board Members Present: Norman Quaine, Thomas Catalano, Robert Macomber
Also Present: Supt./Mgr David Kowalski, Board Secretary Anne Wirgau 
Visitors: Clifford Tollini - Presque Isle County Commissioner, Joel Jaroch – Ocqueoc Township Trustee, Nick Schuelke – National Marine Sanctuary Foundation, John Chappa
Minutes:
          A motion was made by Macomber (Catalano) to approve the minutes from the April 15, 2026 regular meeting.
         Ayes: All

Accounts Payable: 	
           A motion was made by Macomber (Catalano) to approve May 6, 2026, accounts payable in the amount of $295,309.14	
         Ayes: Quaine, Catalano, Macomber
      
Superintendent Managers Report:                                  
- Rogers Township has reached out with funds available to help with any road repairs we may have. My first thought was helping costs with Heythaler repair. 
- Canada Creek culvert will be delivered on site May 27th. It will be built very near where it is to installed.
- Was in a Teams meeting Friday preconstruction meeting for the two bridges. Repairs to Leer Road bridge will begin May 18th, the alternate road closures are on the white board.
-M-68 update,Monday morning meeting with MDOT We are going to do the temporary repair for MDOT. Eric has written a TWA for $200,000.00 to use. I have ordered the culverts and am getting vendors for the materials we will need. MDOT is also renting an excavator big enough to do the work with a hydraulic hammer.
- Need approval of the culvert order I compassed the three commissioners on.
- Construction letters were sent out to residents of Lake St., Fireside, and Claus Road.
- Approval to overlay the remaining portion of Garner Hwy, Approx $8,500.00
- In 2016 we replaced a tube culvert with an aluminum box culvert, doing this put to much water down stream to the next tube culvert creating an overflow and flooding for a residents structure, water and gravel have covered this property for the second time. I priced out the same structure we used up stream and total came to $51,000.00. This does not include labor and materials. Looking at making this a 2027 project.
- Cadillac Ferdale, their law firm refuses to get back with our law firm. Bill Henn haas sent out a final notice before he will request to be in front of the judge again. They have not removed any items from the R.O.W. Enclosed is the letter.
- The bill for the fit out equipment for our new truck came in and as you can see the total for this unit is $360,975.16.
-I have gotten in writing 100% approval to use all of the remaining funds from the DTE road user agreement to fix and repair the roads affected by the Little Trout Solar Farm, Enclosed is the $600,000.00 letter.
- Updated construction list with the deletion of Townhall Hwy permazyme and Ocqueoc Lake Road permazyme, and the approval of the DTE projects. Enclosed.
- Per the clerk, we have spent $200,750.00 on the flooding repairs, and have 2 more to go including Heythaler which I estimate at $120,000.00 to do. Also we will have asphalt patching on some of the culvert replacements.
- 3 Mile Hwy , MDOT NEPA has reviewed the project with another NEPA coordinator and has confirmed that a target public involvement component will be needed for this project. Such as posting the project on our website and issuing a brief press release announcing the project. I will do both.
- Millersburg bridge update. RSscott has put together the Memorandum of understanding. Enclosed a copy to review.
Visitors:
      Nick Schuelke, National Marine Sanctuary Foundation representative, appeared before the Board to discuss the installation of two traffic counters on East Grand Lake Rd between 638 Highway and the Lighthouses.  The purpose is to measure visitation at sanctuary sites and helps to plan infrastructure, protect resources and improve visitor experiences.  Mr. Schuelke proposed placing one counter at or near the Range Light crossing and one north of the harbor at the edge of the DNR property. Discussion was held with Mr. Schuelke noting the two-year study traffic data would be shared with the Road Commission.
    A motion was made by Macomber (Catalano) to authorize the placement of two traffic counter within the road right of way by the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation with no cost to the Road Commission.
     Ayes:  All

    Mr. Chappa, a Pulawski Township resident, stated he was happy to hear about the planned repairs to roads within the DTE Solar Farm are which are scheduled to have upgrades and repairs.
    Ocqueoc Township Trustee Jaroch requested work be done on Pomranke Hwy which is in poor condition.  Supt./Mgr discussed planning a project for it in 2027 as it needs sub-base removed, tile installation and gravel installation.  As it is a local road Township participation in cost sharing would be required.
    Additionally, Mr. Jaroch had a question about Airport Highway regarding the NFC (National Functional Classification) designation.  The NFC system categorizes roads and highways based on their function in the transportation network, influencing funding eligibility and planning processes.  Currently, R.S.Scott & Associates is working to change the designation of Airport Hwy (local road) so it can be eligible for Federal Aid funding (Minor Collector, Major Collector, Minor Arterial or Other Principal Arterial are eligible classifications).
Unfinished Business:
    The Millersburg Bridge memorandum to transfer jurisdiction from the Village of Millersburg to Presque Isle County Road Commission was tabled until May 20, 2026 meeting to provide time for review.
New Business:
     A motion was made by Catalano (Macomber) to purchase one (1) Heavy-Duty Reversible Compression Trip plow from Truck and Trailer Specialties for $16,668.00.
     Ayes:  Macomber, Quaine, Catalano

    Finance Director Wirgau reviewed the 1st quarter financial reports and the tentative year end 2025 Budget.  The financial audit is nearly complete and no changes to the 2025 budget are anticipated.  Additionally, an Infrastructure worksheet showing Heavy maintenance projects done last year, an Annual Snowfall Chart and a cost breakdown on regular maintenance was provided to the Board.

    A motion was made by Catalano (Macomber)to authorize purchase of fit out equipment for Peterbilt truck on order (#2608) from Truck & Trailer Specialties for $176,408.34.
    Ayes:  Quaine, Macomber, Catalano

    A motion was made by Macomber (Catalano)to purchase two (2) Monroe MS969-DD-DD-201SS Cross Augers from Truck & Trailer Specialties for $8,078.00 per unit ($16,156.00 total). 450-day lead time approximately
    Ayes:  Quaine, Catalano, Macomber

    A motion was made by Catalano (Macomber)to advertise for Dust Control materials and Bituminous Cold Patch with bid opening on Wednesday, May 20, 2026.
    Ayes:  Quaine, Catalano, Macomber

   A motion was made by Catalano (Macomber) to purchase from Cadillac Culvert Inc a load of culverts in the amount of $18,876.50.
    Ayes:  Macomber, Catalano, Quaine

    A motion was made by Macomber (Catalano) to authorize paving of Garner Street for $8,500.00.
    Ayes:  Quaine, Catalano, Macomber

   A motion was made by Catalano (Macomber) to authorize purchase of two (sets) of truck blades and bits from Winter Equipment for $11,924.11.
    Ayes:  Quaine, Catalano, Macomber

   A motion was made by Catalano (Macomber) to authorize purchase an edge cutting system from Michigan Caterpillar for the Onaway Motor Grader at cost of $7,612.30.
    Ayes:  Macomber, Catalano, Quaine

   Commissioner Macomber brought forth concerns regarding water drainage issues on Kauffman Road and Belfair Street.  Discussion was held about shooting the grade of the current culverts and possibly lowering a few along with doing some ditching work.

       The next regular scheduled meetings of the Board of Road Commissioners are Wednesday, May 20, 2026 at 8:30 a.m. and Wednesday, June 3, 2026 at 8:30 a.m.

       With no further business to come before the Board the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 10:33 a.m.

   









Presque Isle County Road Commission   Minutes   May 6 , 2026   The regular meeting of the Board of Road Commissioners for Presque Isle County was held at  the Road Commission office at 657 South Bradley, Rogers City, Michigan. Chairman Norman  Quaine called the meeting to order at 8:3 0   a.m.       Board Members Present: Norman Quaine, Thomas Catalano , Robert Macomber   Also Present: Supt./Mgr David Kowalski, Board Secretary Anne Wirgau    Visitors: Clifford Tollini  -   Presque Isle County Commissioner , Joel Jaroch  –   Ocqueoc Township  Trustee , Nick Schuelke  –   National Marine Sanctuary Foundation, John Chappa   Minutes:              A motion was made by  Macomber  (Catalano)   to approve the minutes from the  April 15 ,  2026 regular meeting.             Ayes:  All     A ccounts Payable:                  A motion was made by  Macomber (Catalano)   to approve  May 6 , 2026, accounts payable  in the amount of $ 295,309.14               Ayes:  Quaine, Catalano, Macomber            Superintendent Managers Report :                                       -   Rogers Township has reached out with funds available to help with any road repairs we may  have. My first thought was helping costs with Heythaler repair.    -   Canada Creek culvert will be delivered on site May 27 th . It will be built very near where it is to  installed .   -   Was in a Teams meeting Friday preconstruction meeting for the two bridges.  Repairs to Leer  Road bridge will begin May 18 th , the alternate road closures are on the white board.   - M - 68 update ,Monday morning meeting with MDOT We are going to do the temporary repair  for MDOT. Eric has written a TWA for $200,000.00 to use. I have ordered the culverts and am  getting vendors for the materials we will need. MDOT is also renting an excavator big enou gh to  do the work with a hydraulic hammer.   -   Need approval of the culvert order I compassed the three commissioners on.   -   Construction letters were sent out to residents of Lake St., Fireside, and Claus Road.   -   A pproval to overlay the remaining portion of   Garner Hwy, Approx $8,500.00  

